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Spanning a period of over one hundred years, 
GOSPORT’S PICTORIAL PAST is a 
fascinating pictorial portrait of a time and way 
of life that is now extinct, when horses and 
tramcars ruled the roads, when both Gosport 
and Lee-on-Solent had thriving railway 
services, buildings and people had character, 
and when one could walk the streets in a 
more leisurely manner. 

The photographs, many of which have 
never been published before, portray views, 
people and life in Gosport including the hard 
and harbour, transport, shops, military and 
naturally naval subjects, as well as Alverstoke 
and Lee-on-the-Solent. 

Looking through the book it will become 
apparent how fortunate we are to have had so 
. many dedicated pioneers of the camera 
operating in the Gosport area during the first 
half of this century, capturing history through 
their lenses for the benefit of future 
generations. These include photographers such 
as William Harvey, Henry Bond, William 
Smith, Ethel Blakey, Sweet & Jennings, and, 
probably the most prolific photographic team 
to cover the Gosport area, J C Lawrence & 
Sons. The fascinating story of this firm’s early 
origins is a feature of the book and is 
complemented by some rare photographs of 
the photographers themselves. 

The author, Ron Brown, has built a 
reputation over many years as one of the most 
knowledgeable writers of local history in the 
Solent region and all of the 170 pictures in the 
book are accompanied by informative 
descriptions. 


Front Cover: The Gosport theatre can be seen on 
the right of this 1912 High Street view. This 
building was converted from a former chapel into 
one of the town’s first cinemas in 1910. 
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THE STORY OF 
J.C. LAWRENCE AND SONS, 
PHOTOGRAPHERS 


On a trip to London a few years ago I found myself strolling through Covent 
Garden. There appeared to be a great deal of activity on one side of the square, 
and on investigation I found an outdoor antiques market to be in 
progress. 

There was the usual assortment of stalls selling a varied selection of 
collectable items from jewellery to china plates and vases, but on one stall I 
happened to come across a box of old postcards. I began sorting through what 
initially seemed to be a fairly motley pile of cards when, suddenly, a bundle of 
faded sepia cards captured my full attention. Although they did not have the 
name of the publisher on them, the caption writing was slightly familiar, rather 
like that of Gosport photographer J.C. Lawrence. My suspicions were 
confirmed when I found that one of the cards bore the caption: CHURCH 
LADS BRIGADE AT BROWNDOWN CAMP. 

The stallholder noticed my interest in the cards. “Nice cards those,” he said, 
following this with: “Somewhere in that pile you will find a picture of the 
photographer who took them.” I smiled to myself. The chance of finding such 
a picture was extremely unlikely, for it comes under the same category as — 
Who cuts a hairdresser’s hair? or — Who extracts a dentist’s tooth? for — Who 
takes a photographer's photograph? However, on this occasion the stallholder 
was not talking nonsense, for at the bottom of the bundle I found a photograph 
of a man behind a camera with a caption stating: “'ve Got You Fixed”. 
Wonder of wonders, it was indeed James Charles Lawrence himself. 

Finding it difficult to suppress my excitement, I paid the dealer the sum on 
the back of the card. On the train home to Gosport I kept producing the card 
from my pocket, finding it hard to believe that I had in my hands one of the 
rarest pictures a postcard collector could hope to find. So, who did take this 
photograph of photographer J.C. Lawrence? Actually, the answer is quite 
simple, J.C. took it himself in front of a mirror. 

If residents of Gosport examine their old school homers closely, it is 
fairly certain that they will find the stamp of J.C. Lawrence & Sons. In fact, it 
would seem that over the years this old-established photographic concern 
recorded better attendance figures at local schools than some of the pupils. 
But, of course, school photographs form a small portion only of the varied and 
prolific output of this family business. 

However, before we look deeper at the J.C. Lawrence story, I feel that it is 
only fair that we should first recall some of the other photographers who 
lumbered their unwieldy apparatus around Gosport in their efforts to make a 
living. They had no way of knowing it at the time but they were really recording 
history by providing future generations with pictorial evidence of life as it was 
in the days of their parents and grandparents. Some people live for the future 
alone, dismissing the past as dust-laden and redundant but only by looking 


Mr. J.C. Lawrence about to 
embark upon another 
photographic assignment. 

A good sturdy bicycle was an 
essential part of a photographer's 
equipment in earlier times as the 
weight of the glass plates that 
they carried was quite 
considerable. 


This is the famous “I've Got 

You Fixed” photograph of James 
Charles Lawrence himself behind 
the viewfinder. Pictures of 
photographers are among the 
rarest in the photographic 

world. 


back can we possibly judge if we have made any progress. When making 
comparisons with the past and the present, old photographs can prove to be a 
valuable aid. Whilst our memories can be hazy and uncertain at times, 
pictures never lie. 

One of the earliest photographic studios in Gosport was situated at Eagle 
House in the High Street; this was the premises of G. West & Son — Artists and 
Photographers. West's specialised in those small Victorian portrait cards with 
the ornate backing. Often the rear of the card was more interesting than the 
actual photograph on the front. In addition to the camera equipment required 
for taking studio portraits, early photographers employed a number of 
essential props such as ornamental cane chairs and huge pots containing 
equally huge aspidistra plants. and on their studio walls they had painted 
backcloths adorned with rose bushes and leafy trees. Perhaps it was just as well 
that they had such props to add life to the photographs, for having a portrait 
taken was a serious affair for the average Victorian family, and they seldom 
smiled for the camera lens. 

Mr. W.C. Harvey had his studio on the other side of the High Street at 
Number 31. His speciality was children’s portraiture, which just has to be one 
of the most difficult aspects of photography. Having studied many fine 
examples of Mr. Harvey's work, I can confirm that he was indeed a true 
craftsman, and some of his baby photographs were quite superb. 

William Charles Harvey was born in Gosport in 1866, later joining his 
father in the family photography business, which had been established in 
1888. William eventually took over from his father, and built a good reputation 
in the town through hard work and his standards of perfection. He must have 
got through quite a number of those aforementioned cane chairs, for it was 
estimated that he photographed over 50,000 people at his studio over a period 
spanning 40 years. Away from the studio, William Harvey took an active part 
in the running of Gosport, founding the ratepayers association in 1902. He was 
elected to the urban district council in 1904. One of William’s proudest 
moments was when he was elected as Chairman of the council and in this 
position he was respected by all parties for his common sense decisions. 

The name of William Harvey is still revered in Gosport Scouting circles, for 
he was a tireless worker as the Chairman of the local association. At home he 
was very happily married with two sons and ane daughter. When he died in 
1929 it was a sad occasion for the people of Gosport — no man had done more 
for his town. 

A list of the more outstanding photographers in Gosport must include those 
of H.J. Bond in Stoke Road, Cyril Green in North Street, the Morrow Studio in 
North Street, West & Dawson in the High Street, Graham and Company in the 
High Street, Sweet & Jennings in the High Street, Roy Paggett in Stoke Road, 
and William Smith in Shaftesbury Road. William Smith was probably one of 
the town’s most underrated photographers, but he did an enormous amount of 
work in and around the Gosport area, and I have even found picture postcards 
taken by Smith as far afield at Petersfield and Rogate. My research leads me to 
believe that Smith first came to Gosport in 1904, having previously plied his 
trade in Dorking, Surrey. It would seem that he disappeared from the local 
scene around 1911, but we may be thankful that he left many samples of his 


craft as a legacy. 

In addition to the above list of photographers, I feel that I would surely upset 
women readers if I did not include the name of Mrs. Ethel Blakey, a talented 
photographer who carried out her business from the High Street in Lee-on- 
the-Solent. Mrs. Blakey's photographic work was excellent, the pictures always 
clear and sharp and therefore, have stood the test of time. I cannot recall 
having seen a faded Blakey picture, thus providing a fine record of Lee’s 
pictorial past of the 20s and 30s. The business was later taken over by Lionel 
Austin. 

As cameras became more portable and photographers were allowed to 
escape from the confines of their studies in order to capture street scenes and 
important events, the cameramen of Gosport had fierce competition in the 
town from their counterparts across the harbour in Portsmouth, this number 
including such talented photographers as Stephen Cribb, Reginald Silk, Oscar 
Owers, A.H. Sweasey and many more. It would seem that the Portsmouth 
chaps must have been very well informed, for often they were at the scene of a 
Gosport happening before many of the local photographers. There was a huge 
demand for topical photographs, for newspapers in the early part of this 
century could not reproduce much pictorial work, so picture postcards of 
events ranging from disasters to carnival processions were eagerly sought after 
by the public. It must also be remembered that there was a fair amount of 
illiteracy in those days, so every picture told a story. 

As slick and efficient as the Portsmouth photographers may have been, 
there was however one Gosport photographic firm which generally beat them 
at their own game, J.C. Lawrence & Sons, a family business that still flourishes 
in the town today through the lens of David Lawrence. 

The J.C. Lawrence story began with David’s grandfather, James Charles 
Lawrence, who was born in 1875. His parents were the proprietors of a small 
drapery store in Fawcett Road, Southsea, and when he was old enough they 
hoped that James would join them in the drapery business. However, their son 
had other ideas, and he decided to pursue his passion for photography rather 
than settle for a life of measuring yards of elastic for a living. When his 
schooldays came to an end, he moved to Tunbridge Wells in Kent to serve a 
four-year apprenticeship with a photographic firm there. For his labours he 
was paid the sum of one shilling a week for the first year, a wage that rose by a 
shilling each year until it had reached four shillings a week for his last 
year. 

At the end of his apprenticeship James was still eager to gain more 
experience, so he went to London to work for a German photographer. It was 
during his time in the big city that he learned the fundamentals of selling his 


craft, for photography was a competitive business in late Victorian 
London. 


While he was increasing his knowledge about his chosen profession, James 
also managed to add to his bank account, and eventually reached the stage 
when he was in a position to start business on his own account By this period 
in his life, he was married and had a baby son. For some time he had 
harboured a notion to return to the South Coast and after much deliberation 
he chose the town of Gosport in which to start his venture, moving into 


number 22 Elmhurst Road in the year of 1900. The business is still run from the 
same premises today, but the postal number has changed to 44. 

James quickly set about his task, and it did not take him long to realize that 
portrait photography could provide the chief source of income, but unlike 
many of his fellow photographers who waited for their customers to come to 
the studio, he supplemented his studio work by taking his camera to the 
people. One is apt to think of Gosport as purely a naval town, but in the early 
1900s it also enjoyed strong Army connections. In addition to the New 
Barracks in the town area, there were many other camps in the district. The 
latter included forts such as those at Brockhurst, Rowner, Grange and Gomer, 
plus permanent camps at Haslar and Browndown. Of course, human nature 
being what it is, the young soldiers were eager to have photographs taken in 
their smart new uniforms to send home to proud parents or sweethearts. James 
was only too happy to oblige, and after taking the pictures he would dash 
back to Elmhurst Road in order to develop and print them. The art of the 
operation was in getting the photos back to the camp by pay-day, the only day 
when Tommy was sure to have a few bob in his pocket. 

One of the reasons why J.C. Lawrence was so attracted to the house in 
Elmhurst Road was the large greenhouse that dominated the rear garden, for it 
was a great asset in the tricky process of printing photographs. Most of the 
early pictures were taken on glass plates measuring 8 inches by 12 inches and 
once the plates were exposed and developed they were printed on albumen 
paper. It was a printing-out process, with the paper being exposed behind the 
plate in bright light until an image appeared, then it was fixed. Exposure times 
varied with the brightness of the day and the papers were placed in frames with 
hinged lids that allowed the photographer to check on the progress of the 
image. Just imagine this scene in the Lawrence greenhouse: scores of papers in 
frames laid on trestle tables, with J.C. dashing back and forth from one frame 
to another to check development. It was all rather reminiscent of the plate- 
spinning feat performed on stage by jugglers. Life must have been a lot easier 
for photographers when this method of printing by natural light was 
superceded by gas lighting, which in turned was replaced by electric 
lighting. 

In 1908 James was joined in the business by his son Louis, who was 12 years 
old at the time. Louis was educated at the old Newtown School in Joseph 
Street, and by passing the sixth Standard Labour Exams, he was allowed to 
leave school at this early age. 

And so, father and son could be seen cycling around the Gosport area with 
their bulky camera equipment strapped to their trusty bikes. They did quite a 
lot of work for picture postcard publishers, and whenever they were 
commissioned to photograph street scenes, Louis would often ride up and 
down the road on his bicycle in order to add more life to the picture. Akin to 
Alfred Hitchcock’s gimmick of making fleeting appearances in his own films, 
the presence of Louis Lawrence on many of the postcards produced by his 
father was something of a family trademark. 

Stationed at Forton Barracks, the Royal Marine Light Infantry provided the 
Lawrences with plenty of business, and when the Navy took over the barracks 
in 1927 for H.M.S. Vincent they continued to take their photographs there for a 


This picture shows Arthur Lawrence on the left, and Louis Lawrence on the right, admiring a 
framed selection of early Lawrence postcards from the author's collection. This photograph was 
taken shortly before the death of Louis Lawrence in 1982. 
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spire Ps Photographer. photographic studio in Gosport 
High Street, where it was 
estimated that he took portraits 
GOSPORT. of over 50,000 sitters in a 
period spanning 40 years. He was 
— — undoubtedly a master of the art 
of photographing children. 


CHILDREN’S PHOTOGRAPHY A SPECIALITY. 


further forty years, until the Navy left in 1967. The year of 1910 proved to be an 
historic one for the R.M.L.I. football team, they won the F.A. Amateur Cup at 
Bishop Auckland and the coveted Army Cup at Aldershot. James played a 
shrewd hunch at the Aldershot match, before the game he printed a large 
quantity of photos featuring the R.M.L.L team with the inscription “Winners 
of the Army Cup”. Much to his relief they did win, thus allowing him to enjoy a 
roaring trade by selling the pictures to the crowd as they left the Aldershot 
football ground. 

The many naval funerals that took place at Haslar Cemetery also attracted 
the presence of photographers, with crowds lining Clayhill Road to pay their 
last respects to the victims of disasters such as the ill-fated Al and A3 
submarines and the H.M.S. Gladiator tragedy. It may seem rather macabre 
now but people in those days were anxious to have photographs of such events, 
especially if they had their own faces on the pictures among the onlookers. 

During the heyday of the great British racing yachts, such as the Shamrocks 
and the Endeavours, the launching of these magnificent vessels attracted 
hordes of sightseers to Gosport. Most of the launchings took place around 11 
a.m. and, of course, by that time, the Lawrences were firmly fixed on a good 
spot from which to view the event. After the launching, Gosport boatbuilder 
Charles Nicholson would entertain the yacht owners to lunch at the Swiss 
Cafe in the High Street, the guests of honour being such illustrious gentlemen 
as millionaires Tommy Lipton or Tommy Sopwith. While the lunch was being 
enjoyed, the Lawrence team would be back in the greenhouse developing the 
pictures. Just when the celebrities had reached the point of sipping their 
brandy and puffing at huge cigars, our intrepid duo would arrive with the 
completed launching photographs. Even the millionaires would gasp at such 
speed and efficiency, whereupon Charles Nicholson would bang the drum by 
expounding on the excellence of Gosport craftsmen in general. 

With the advent of the First World War, Louis Lawrence enlisted in the 9th 
Hampshire Territorial Cyclist Battalion, transferring later to the Somerset 
Light Infantry. He saw action on the Somme and at the Battle of Arras until, in 
1917, he was wounded on Passchendaele Ridge and subsequently shipped 
home to Portsmouth for convalescence. 

After the war it was back to the old routine, taking pictures of weddings, fetes, 
funerals, and the laying of countless foundation stones. By this time another 
son had been introduced into the family business, this was Arthur Lawrence, 
who was seven years younger than Louis. Arthur was also destined to spend a 
lifetime in photography. 

In 1922 Louis married Miss May Hewett from Warsash at the Hook-with- 
Warsash Church, where he served as a sidesman for many years. Another great 
event in his life was when he swapped his old push-bike for a motor-cycle. Two 
years later, in 1924 Arthur Lawrence also stood in front of the camera for a 
change, this being when he married his sweetheart, Nellie, at Christ Church in 
Stoke Road. 

When the founder of the business, James Charles Lawrence, died in 1933, 
his sons Louis and Arthur carried on the firm, and even expanded their 
operations to keep pace with the equally expanding town of Gosport and its 
increase in population. In addition to their normal photographic trade, they 


also produced some fine calendars and supplied photographs for various 
company and military publications. 

In addition to their work at H.M.S. St. Vincent at Forton, the Lawrences also 
carried out the same service for the Training Ship H.M.S. Mercury on the River 
Hamble near Warsash. I recall Louis Lawrence telling me how he would travel 
out to Hamble armed with a large quantity of glass plates whenever he received 
a request from the head of H.M.S. Mercury, Commander C.B. Fry. who was, of 
course, also renowned for his sporting achievements. When a new intake of 
boys arrived, the first task was to get them kitted out in uniforms, and the 
second was for them to have their photographs taken wearing same. When 
taking these pictures Louis used quite a cunning ploy in order to cut down on 
glass plates, he would photograph two boys on one plate by masking off one 
half of it, take one picture, then reverse the process and take the other portrait 
on the second half Commander Fry gave Louis the use of the cellar in his 
house in which to load the plates in the safety of darkness. 

During the Second World War the Elmhurst Road premises was badly 
blasted by enemy bombs, and although business was carried on as usual. 
unfortunately many glass plates and negatives were destroyed. They were 
irreplaceable, and the sad fact is that although many Gosport folk have copies 
of their early photographs. the Lawrence family have few in their own 
collection. In wartime Arthur served in the Auxiliary Fire Service as a section 
leader at Gosport Fire Station, later being appointed as Chief Photographer 
for Fire Force 14. Although the official headquarters were at Rake, the house in 
Elmhurst Road played a prominent role in the operations of this fire 
force. 

Maintaining the family tradition, Louis's son David followed in his father's 
photoprints by joining the business. After serving in the fire service part-time. 
David joined the Navy in 1944, and following training with the RAF. 
Photographic Unit at Ford he was sent to the Far East to carry out aerial survey 
and reconnaissance duties. It was during this period that he took one of the 
most unusual photographs of his career. He was on the aircraft carrier H.MLS. 
Indomitable when a Japanese aircraft on a suicide mission crashed on the 
deck After a short funeral service these pilots were strapped and manacled to 
the cockpit seats of the planes before flying off to die for their country. As he 
stood his ground on the deck to take the picture, David was close enough to see 
the green ceremonial robes worn by the pilot. Fortunately, the Japanese plane 
bounced off the deck and fell over the side of the carrier, so relatively little 
damage was done to the British ship. 

After the war. Gosport continued its expansion programme, the extent of 
which may be measured by the fact that prior to 1939 the population of the 
town numbered around 38.000, but the building development that has taken 
place over the past 40 years or so has more than doubled this figure. 
Throughout those years the firm of J.C. Lawrence was on hand to record the 
changes as they took place, covering events such as royal visits, the opening of 
Gosport Town Hall and the adjacent library, commercial and industrial 
developments, schools, carnivals and fetes, and, of course, absolutely 
thousands of weddings. David Lawrence has also carried out a considerable 
amount of photographic work for newspapers such as the Portsmouth News 


and the Gosport Standard over the years. 

Although Louis and Arthur Lawrence maintained their interest in the 
business, David took over the everyday running of it, thus allowing the two old 
cameramen to enjoy their well-deserved retirement. As a senior member and 
past president of the Gosport Rotary Club, and as a long-time member of the 
Prince of Wales Masonic Lodge, Louis had plenty to keep him occupied. He 
was still fairly active just prior to his death in 1982 at the age of 86. He was 
buried at his beloved Hook-with-Warsash Church, joining his wife, May, who 
had died a few years earlier. Arthur Lawrence still lives in Gosport, and he and 
his wife, Nellie, celebrated their diamond wedding in 1984. 

As this is primarily a pictorial book, I must bring this section of it to a close, 
but I hope that if any readers do have Lawrence pictures in their family 
albums, they will now know a little more about the faces behind the camera 
who took them. 

Selecting the picture content for the book proved most difficult; from my 
personal collection containing several thousands of local postcards, I have 
had the task of choosing but a small portion of those available. I realise that I 
cannot possibly hope to please everybody, but I have endeavoured to provide a 
varied mix that includes people and events as well as street scenes, and in 
doing so I sincerely hope that readers will deem the book worthy to grace their 
bookshelves, and perhaps pass on to their children or grandchildren as a 
legacy of the Gosport of yesteryear. 

Although Gosport's Pictorial Past is aimed chiefly towards providing pleasure 
for the beholder, the book may also stand as my humble tribute to the 
dedicated band of camera pioneers who clicked their shutters on the people 
and town of Gosport. After all, without their efforts, there could not be a 
book. 


The names of the photographer or publisher have been included in the picture captions where known. 
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Portsmouth Harbour in 1906. The best views of the harbour were obtained from the Gosport side, 
the first floor of the Market House in the High Street provided a good vantage point The Gosport 
waterfront abounded with many wonderful characters, including Old Emma with her fruit barrow, 
Italian Joe’s ice-cream cart and Bill Savage's cockle stall. (4.H. Sweasey) 
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Gosport waterfront with the Market House in the background, c. 1907. The picture shows how high 

the tide rose at the lower end of the High Street, it is hardly surprising that shops there were prone to 

aes: quite regularly, then it was a case of all hands to the buckets to bail out the cellars. (4.H. 
weasey, 


H.MS. Victory, as viewed from Gosport Hard in 1904. This great wooden warship was moored closer 
to Gosport than Portsmouth, so the town lost a famous landmark when it was removed from the 


harbour into dry dock in 1922. While it was moored in the harbour, Gosport contributed £75 a year 
towards the Victory’s upkeep. (F-G.O. Stuart) 


The Floating Bridge can be seen crossing the harbour to Old Portsmouth in this 1901 picture, and 
the three-masted Training Ship H.M.S. St Vincent is at the mouth of the harbour. Launched in 1815, 


this fine wooden vessel served as a training ship for boy sailors from 1860 until 1907. 
(Unknown) 


Gosport'’s revered link with Portsmouth, the Floating Bridge, c. 1906. This form of transport began 
operations in 1840, between Gosport Hard and Point, Old Portsmouth, and gave sterling service to 
the town until it was closed in 1959. Through that period of 119 years there were four “bridges”, the 
Victoria, the Albert, the Alexandra, and the Duchess of York. (4.H. Sweasey) 


Horse-drawn carts disembark from the Portsmouth-Gosport Floating Bridge in 1904. On icy 

Paes aA had ee difficulty in negotiating the steep slope of Gosport Hard at low tide. 
attle were also brought across the harbour, and it was not unusual to s dsh 

along Gosport High Street. (Wrench Series) a 


A group of Camper & Nicholson boatyard workers take a well-deserved break to have their 
photograph taken on Gosport Waterfront, c. 1910. Established in the late 1700s by William Camper, 


this renowned boatbuilding concern has provided employment for generations of Gosport families 
for 200 years. (7. Humphries) 


A reminder of Gosport’s yachting heyday, Sir Thomas Lipton’s Shamrock IV being launched on 26 
May, 1914. Sadly, after the war this beautiful craft failed in its bid to bring the America’s Cup to 
Britain, Launchings such as this focussed the eyes of the world on Gosport. (S. Cribb) 


The Hard end of Gosport High Street in 1906. The Isle of Wight Hoy public house is on the left- 
hand corner, it was demolished in the 1960s for a shop development. The men on the right of the 
picture are gathered around a drinking fountain presented by Admiral Gambier in 1870. this has 
been resited in the present ferry gardens. (FG.O. Stuart) 


When the old Gosport Hard was re 
was improved considerably. The gardens have changed ve 
“Cycling Prohibited” sign is still ignored. (LC Lawrence) 


placed by the Esplanade Gardens in 1925, the town’s waterfront 


ry little since this late 1920s view. the 


A Gosport & Fareham Tramways car waits at the Hard terminus in 1906. H.M.S. Victory can be seen 
in the background. On the right of the tram, behind the barrow. there can just be seen a useful and 


much-revered establishment but it was not in any guide-books, it simply bore the name 
“gentlemen”. (S. Cribb) 


PORT ¢ FAREWAM TRAMWAYS 


A tram outside the Market House. c. 1910. Electric trams took over from the horse-trams in 1906, and 
many residents felt a great loss when they in turn were replaced by buses in 1930. The fare in 1906 
from Gosport Hard to Fareham by tram was 4d., but a return ticket could be purchased for 6d. 
(2p). (HJ. Bond) 
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A tram rumbles past the Old Northumberland public house that was next to the Market House, c. 
1912. The modern Ark Royal pub now graces this corner of the High Street. This spot also housed 
the renowned Dive Cafe, run by the Tomlinson family for nearly 100 years, 1873-1966. (C. 
Lawrence) 
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This magnificent patriotic arch was erected across the lower end of the High Street to celebrate the 


Coronation of King George V in 1911. The Victoria 


ublic house can just be s the left 
the Isle of Wight Hoy. (J.C. Lawrence) ; : | cal dabei 


The staff outside George Cooke's renowned grocery store in Gosport High Street, 1905, ready to 
serve goods ranging from Skipper sardines to Australian wines. The site of the store has been filled 
by Burton’s Menswear shop since the 1930s. (JC. Lawrence) 


The Gosport Theatre can be seen on the right of this 1912 view of the High Street. This building was 
converted from a former chapel into one of the town’s earliest cinemas in 1910. The main 
auditorium of the old cinema now serves as Coates Auction Rooms. (J-C. Lawrence) 


Except for Messrs. Hoare & Pilcher’s splendid furnishing emporium on the right of this 1928 
photograph, and the tramlines, this section of the High Street has not changed a great deal. Before 
Hoare & Pilcher, this corner site housed the grocery store run by the Thorngate brothers, respected 
Gosport benefactors. (Valentine) 
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A military band march past The Bell public house on its return to the New Barracks. This High 

Street pub was demolished in 1972 and the Leeds Building Society offices were erected on the site. In - 

= last i there were over 60 pubs in the town area, there are now only five. (ZC. 
wrence, 


Gosport High Street in the 1920s. The shop blinds on the extreme left of the picture belong to Mr. 
W.C. Harvey's photographic studio, while on the extreme right the popular Maypole Dairy shop 
may be seen. (Kingsway) 
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Whatever your needs, whether it was bread, groceries, wines or spirits, Mr. Raggett would have been 
pleased to deliver it to your doorstep with a horse-drawn cart from his High Street store. (JC 


Lawrence) 
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The Congregational Church, Gosport High Street, in 1909. Built in 1784, this 
popular place of worship has associations with David Bogue the notable 
missionary. The main town Post Office now stands on the site of the old church, 
which was demolished by enemy bombs in World War IL (W. Spiers) 


The Gosport Technical School and Library in Walpole Road, 1906. Built in 1901, the school became 
Gosport Secondary School, then Gosport County School. and finally Gosport County Grammar 


School before moving to Bay House near Stokes Bay. The old library now serves as Gosport 
Museum. (Unknown) 


The original Thorngate Hall, c. 1912. Thanks to the benevolence of Gosport merchant William 
Thorngate, this magnificent Gothic structure was built in 1885. It was replaced by the new Town 
Hall in the 1960s. The new Thorngate Halls were erected in Bury Road in the late 1950s for 
community use. (Kingsway) 
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H.R.H. Princess Henry of Battenburg arrives at the Thorngate Hall in 1907 to see a stirring first-aid 
demonstration arranged by the Gosport St. John Ambulance Brigade. The Gosport Brigade was 
founded in 1901, their headquarters being an old wooden hut situated behind the Thorngate Hall. 


(Topic) 


Staff from Flux’s Laundries pose with a delivery van in the 1920s. Operating from Haslar Street this 
laundry obtained its water supply from an artesian well sited within the premises. It was jolly hard 
work, for which the laundry girls received 74d. (3p) per hour. (C. Lawrence) 


The Manager and staff of the Ritz Cinema proudly pose in their resplendent uniforms in 1936. 
Opened in 1935, this cinema in Walpole Road was one of the finest in the country at that time. (J.C. 
Lawrence) 
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The original Ritz was destroyed by bombs in 1941, but it was rebuilt in the 1950s, when this picture 
was taken. For several years it reigned as Gosport’s only cinema, until it, too, was closed on 30 


October, 1982. (Unknown) 


North Cross Street in the 1920s. Most of the right hand side has been demolished, and such noted 
establishments as the Black Bear public house, Corbins shoe-shop, and Hart's menswear shop are 
no longer with us. (4. & H. Aymotte) 


Henry Osborn’s undertaking establishment which was also a house furnishers, in North Cross 
Street, c. 1910. Henry moved to the Gosport premises in 1893 from the Isle of Wight, where he also 


had a successful funeral business. One of Henry's sons, Charles Osborn, served as Mayor of 
Gosport 1949-53. (Unknown) 


North Street in 1910. Before the second world war, this narrow but busy street was one of the most 


interesting in Gosport The old Crown Hotel may be seen on the right of the picture. IC 
Lawrence) 


A military parade attracts a crowd in North Street, 1911. Mr. Gluning's newsagents shop is on the 
corner of King Street. This area was replaced by council housing in the 1970s. The only remaining 
building, the Crown Hotel, was badly damaged by fire in 1984, and its future is in the balance. (J.C 
Lawrence) 


Clarence Road South in 1910 with the old fire station in the background. The Gosport Tuesday 
Market is now held on the ground at the right of the picture. Gosport Urban Council took over the 
fire service in 1897, and the fire station was built in 1901. (4.H. Sweasey) 


Superintendent John Mortimore (centre with cap) is pictured with the Gosport Fire Brigade in 1914. 
Mr. Mortimore retired from the brigade that year and his place was taken by William Murch. The 


brass-helmeted firemen were paid £1 a year retaining fee and received one shilling f & i 
they attended. (JC. Lawrence) : Ri i=: 


This view of Clarence Road shows the fire station on the corner, with the Millard Brothers corn 
merchants store next door. A little further on, the Inkermann Arms public house may be seen. This 
row of buildings was demolished in the 1970s. (4. & H. Aymotte) 


Clarence Road in tramline days, c. 1910. The Clarence Meeting Hall is on the extreme left, and Mr. 
Mill's popular boot and shoe repair shop is in the centre of this photograph. This family business is 
still operating under the management of John Mills in Stoke Road. (4.H. Sweasey) 


With its spaciousness, fine stately buildings, and grandstand view of Portsmouth Harbour and 
H.M.S. Victory, Clarence Square was indeed a most splendid part of old Gosport, with the school 
centre right. The Victory’s guns were fired at 1 o'clock every afternoon in the early years of this 
century. (A.H. Sweasey) 


Clarence Square, c. 1914. Conservationists today would deem it a crime to lose such an historic area, 
but sadly, the only reminder left of the square’s former glory is the building that was Clarence 
Square School, which now serves as industrial premises. (Spithead) 


Clarence Square School in 1929. The Headmaster, William Coalbran, is seated on the left of the 
group, and popular teacher Frank Small stands behind him. Opened in 1907, this was Gosport's 


first council school. (.C. Lawrence) 
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es at the door of his off-licence in Mount Street, which was close to 


1 to see an Alton Brewery advertised in Gosport, for the town had 
Hobbs, Blake, Puttock and Biden, to 


Proprietor Charles Crack pos 
Clarence Square. It is unusua 
many breweries of its own in the early part of this century, 


name but a few. (Alfred Dash) 


St Matthew's Square, with its fine church and school, suffered the same fate as Clarence Square, 
and disappeared from the Gosport scene in the 1950s. The site of the former square is now filled by 
the boatbuilding concern of Watercraft, part of the massive rebuilding after the second world war. 


(A.H. Sweasey) 


The young footballers of St Matthew’s pose proudly with the headmaster, Mr. Jordan, the 
gentleman on the right with a moustache, c. 1910. St. Matthew's School was built in 1845, and the 
royal railway line into Clarence Yard ran close by. (J.C. Lawrence) 


The New Barracks in 1910. The Guard Room building has changed very little, but this military 


establishment is now known as St. George Barracks, a legacy from the Royal Navy use as a base 
during World War II. (4.H. Sweasey) 


The New Barracks were built in 1858, and over 10 million bricks were used in the construction. In 
earlier times, a windmill stood on the site of what is now the parade ground. The barracks are 
reputed to have been mistakenly built from plans originally intended for a military garrison in 
India. (Spithead) 


A military band marches through the New Barracks, c. 1914, The lst Hampshire Regiment was one 
of the first to occupy the barracks, 1883-84, and it was followed by many fine regiments. At present 
the 20 Maritime Regiment, Royal Corps of Transport is stationed there. (.C. Lawrence) 


The Gosport Volunteers march along Stoke Road in 1916. In World War I th 
townsmen were the forerunner of the Home Guard in 1939, their rank 
townsfolk. Despite their adv 


as the “Battle of Apple Dumpling Bridge”. (.C. Lawrence) 


is loyal group of 
s boasting several prominent 
ancing years, these chaps displayed great enthusiasm in exercises such 
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Troops and carriages riding along Spring Garden Lane in order to embark for foreign parts from 
Gosport Railway Station, a common sight in the 1920s. The Railway Inn public house can be seen 
on the corner of Forton Road. (J.C. Lawrence) 


Gosport Railway Station in Spring Garden Lane. c. 1910. Completed in 1841, this station designed 
by William Tite was one of the most impressive structures of its kind outside of London. The station 
was erected on land previously worked by Issac Legg for his nursery. (J.C. Lawrence) 


This photograph highlights the magnificent colonnade that fronted Gosport Station. Following its 
closure in 1969 this historic building was allowed to decay, its future in the balance. The latest plans 
are to convert the remaining structure into a bowling centre and railway museum. (J.C 


Lawrence) 


Gosport Station in busier times with the Duke of Wellington’s Regiment leaving for Plymouth in 

1927 from the New Barracks to the encouragement of a Highland band. This is a reminder that 

nae na naval presence, Gosport also enjoyed strong army connections at one time. (IC. 
AWFenCe, 


A magnificent steam monster negotiates the Spring Garden Lane crossing on its way from Clarence 
Yard. This extension line was opened originally to afford Queen Victoria access to her own personal 
station in the Yard, from which she embarked on the Royal Yacht for Osborne House in the Isle of 
Wight. (David Fereday-Glenn) 


A train approaching Gosport Station steams past the old engine sheds near the King’s Road loop in 
the 1930s. The King’s Road branch line ran via Gosport Road Station out to Stokes Bay railway pier 
where steamers could be boarded for the Isle of Wight. (Lens of Sutton) 


This view of Stoke Road was taken in 1904 looking northwards from the No Place Tavern. This 
tranquil scene was to change considerably within a few years. Stoke is one of the oldest names in 
Gosport, originating from Medieval times. (Unknown) 


A photograph taken from the same spot as the above in the 1920s. The tramlines were added in 1906, 
and the Methodist Church was erected in 1911. This road is still adorned with interesting little shops 
specialising in personal service. (Unknown) 


Stoke Road, c. 1911. The well-known butchers shop of Barratt & Son is on the right, next to Russell’s 
hairdressing salon, and the spire of the Baptist Church is in the background. Mr. Russell also 
repaired umbrellas, in between haircuts, of course. (4.H. Sweasey) 


Laying the foundation stone of Stoke Road Baptist Church in 1909. Even without the aid of modern 
tools and equipment, the church was opened in the following year, with seating for 600 worshippers. 


(J.C. Lawrence) 


Jack Colbern’s Stoke Road fish and poultry shop in the 1920s. Jack is on the right of the picture with 
his son, Ron. In earlier times, butchers left the poultry hanging out all night during the Christmas 
period, employing nightwatchmen to guard the birds. (J.C. Lawrence) 


sere 
4 POST OFFICE 
Wee 


The publisher of this viewcard of Stoke Road had the good business sense to include his own 
Stationers shop and Post Office in the picture. This picture is unusual in that it shows the Royal 
Arms public house without its renowned canopy, this was added in 1908. (W. Spiers) 


Christ Church, Stoke Road in the 1920s. The men on the ladders are re-slating the roof. This church 
was built in 1865, and the adjoining Institute Hall was added in 1908. (JC. Lawrence) 
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Stoke Road Union Chapel. This old place of worship was opposite Stone Lane, later the site for 
Erskine’s Garage. The Rev. C. Harcourt was one of the first ministers at the chapel following its 


erection in 1865. (JC. Lawrence) 


The Olympia Cinema in Stoke Road. Formerly a roller-skating rink, this picture palace gave 
pleasure to thousands of Gosport filmgoers until its closure in 1935. Modern shops and houses now 
occupy the site. (JC. Lawrence) 
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Awaiting the audience’s pleasure, four valued members of the Olympia staff. Left to right: Teddy 
Green, George Carroll, Chief Commissionaire Jack Green, and Jim Sellen. During programme 


intervals attendants appeared with disinfectant sprays, remindin 


gus that sometimes it was not only 
the films that were lousy. The cinema was closed in 1935. (IC. 


Lawrence) 


Withers butchers shop with a patriotic flavour in 1935, with Charlie Withers in the doorway, second 
from the left. Opened in 1928, this popular Stoke Road establishment closed in 1984. When this 
picture was taken, one could buy 1lb of tender steak for 10d. (ZC. Lawrence) 


Bury Arch, with the White Hart on the left and Nicholson Hall on the right The arch was 
demolished in 1938, and it is now impossible to detect that trams once ran over this spot, or that 
trains ran under it Gosport Road Station was just behind the White Hart. (Beatrice Tree) 


Gosport Road Station in the 1930s. The iron footbridge known as Jacob’s Ladder is in the 
foreground, and Bury Arch Bridge can be seen in the distance. This line to Stokes Bay closed for 
passenger traffic in 1915, and the station was demolished in 1936. (Lens of Sutton) 


A tram entering Foster Road from Bury Arch in 1914. Note the bathchair parked on the right, no 
double yellow lines to worry about in those days. The area we now know as Foster Gardens was 


once named King’s Bottom, but this was later deemed to be an insult to the monarch. (Sweet & 
Jennings) 


Seeing double, double, double and double. A unique photograph taken at Newtown School in 
Grove Avenue in the 1930s of four pairs of twins. Calling the register must have been a headache for 
the teachers. (J.C. Lawrence) 


Grogan’s mobile hardware shop outside their store in Charles Street. When father wanted to paint 
the parlour, or mother wished to replace a saucepan, Mr. Grogan was the chap to see. (J.C. 


Lawrence) 
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A pageant at the Grove in 1910. These pageants were grand affairs, held primarily to raise funds for 
Christ Church. But they also gave Gosport folk an opportunity to let their hair down by dressing-up. 
(J.C. Lawrence) 


Dancing around the Maypole was always a popular attraction at the Christ Church pageants. 


Thanks to the benevolence of Admiral Field, the pageants were held in his grounds at The Grove. 
(J.C. Lawrence) 


Resplendent in their white helmets and red tunics, which was the ceremonial dress of the Marines 
until 1930, the men of the R.M.L.I. on parade at Forton, c. 1910. They were affectionately known in 
Gosport as the “Forton Reds”. (J.C. Lawrence) 


Drill Halt. Gosport. Portsmouth. 


The Connaught Drill Hall off Walpole Road in 1904. Built in 1901, this imposing structure was used 
as a territorial centre and community hall until it was demolished in the 1960s. Gosport's Central 


Library now stands on the site. (Valentine) 


- i ‘ee 


R.M.L.1., Forton Barracks. The Main Gate 


The Main Gate, Forton Barracks. The Royal Marine Light Infantry moved into 
Forton from the Clarence Barracks in Portsmouth in 1848. It was a sad day for 
Gosport when the R.M.L.I. marched out of Forton on its transfer to Eastney, 
Portsmouth in 1923. (Gale & Polden) 


The winning RM.L.I. Field Gun Challenge Cup team of 1911, a period when the Forton marines 
enjoyed many sporting successes, their football team bringing the F.A. Amateur Cup to Gosport in 
1910. (ZC. Lawrence) 


Time to relax. Junior N.C.O.s of the R.M.L.L have a drink and a smoke outside their mess at Forton 
in 1910. And why not? Beer was only a penny a pint then and cigarettes 2d. a packet. (J.C. 
Lawrence) 
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The Army of tomorrow must keep fit. R.M.L.I. cadets at Forton show off their prowess at 
gymnastics, although some of them look a little precarious and exercise must have been difficult 
wearing long combinations. (J.C. Lawrence) 


The R.M.L.I. Cadet Force also had a strong girls section, which was commanded by a dedicated 
lady named Miss Saunders, who may be seen seated in the centre right of this picture. Boy cadets 
did not mix with girl cadets, especially when Miss Saunders was about (J.C. Lawrence) 


The Royal Navy took over Forton Barracks in 1927 for the H.M.S. St Vincent training establishment, 


and remained there until closure in 1967. It is now the site for a modern school, also named St. 
Vincent. (C. Lawrence) 


A troop of boy sailors pose with their instructors at St Vincent, the important training school. 
Photographs such as this were displayed with great pride on mantelpieces all over the country. J.C. 
Lawrence did good business here as well as at the other naval training establishment at Hardway, 
HMSS. Fisguard. (J.C. Lawrence) 


An exciting rigging race in progress at St Vincent in the 1930s. This quiet backwater of Portsmouth 
Harbour was an ideal location for training potential sailors. (J.C. Lawrence) 


A smart drill turn out at Sz Vincent in the 1930s. Within a few years these young sailors would be 
fighting for their country in earnest in World War II. (CG. Lawrence) 


Forton Road in 1914, showing Fletcher's butchers shop on the corner of Leonard Road, Hale's 
pastrycook store next door and a printing works. A large motor cycle centre now fills this site. (J.C. 
Lawrence) 


Marsh's Bakery roundsman Fred Carter poses with his faithful old horse Topsy. This baker was in 
Forton Road. close to the barracks to which it supplied bread. Those old horses knew the delivery 
rounds better than the tradesmen. (J.C. Lawrence) 


The Criterion Cinema in Forton Road, now the Crown Bingo Hall. The crowds in this 1921 photo 
are not queuing for the pictures, they are waiting to greet Earl Haig the World War I veteran, on one 
of his many visits to Gosport. (Unknown) 
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Regulars of the Leatheren Bottle public house in Cobden Street about to embark on a horse-brake 


outing. The landlady, Mrs Emily Osman, is seated in the centre next to the bogus parson. (J.C. 
Lawrence) 


Whitworth Road in quieter days. The Post Office may be seen on the right hand side, this was kept 
by the Fletcher family for over 40 years. Except for the modern problem of traffic congestion, this 
road has not changed a great deal. (JC. Lawrence) 


Residents of Lavinia Road, off Whitworth Road, in fancy dress celebrate King George Vs Silver 
Jubilee in 1935. The Mayor of Gosport, George Ford, is seated on the right of the picture. How many 
of the revellers still have a jubilee commemoration mug or beaker? (J.C. Lawrence) 


Gosport Corporation workers pause to have their photographs taken with their steam lorries at the 
Westfield Road Depot in the 1920s. The depot is still in use, and provides a valuable service. (J.C. 
Lawrence) 


A charming rural scene of Bury Road in 1906. This spot is now a busy road junction, that filters 


Foster Road into Bury and Gordon Road. Sadly, the old thatched cottages have long since 
disappeared. (4.H. Sweasey) 


A tram waits at the Bury Cross terminus. The Wiltshire Lamb can be seen on the right, ideally 
situated as a refreshment place for passengers. It was originally intended that this tram route should 
be extended to Lee-on-the-Solent, but it never materialised. (HJ. Bond) 


A tree-lined Anns Hill Road as seen from Bury Cross in 1925, the Harvest Home pub is on the left. 
In Saxon times there was a medicinal spring in this area, the water was reputed to heal sore eyes. A 
goddess named Tarna presided over the springs, her name was changed later to St Ann. 


(Unknown) 


Bury Cross waterworks in Privett Road. Built in 1857, this landmark was demolished in 1970. 
Gosport's fire and ambulance stations are now sited on the land at the foreground of this picture. 
Up until the 1850s water was supplied in the town from horse-drawn watercarts at a charge of one 
farthing per bucket. (Unknown) 


The Avenue, Alverstoke, c. 1906 as seen from Bury Cross. Bury Grange Dairy Farm had the fields to 
the left of this then-rural scene. Most of its milk was sold in Southsea, although there was a dairy 
shop in Gosport High Street on the corner of Bemister's Lane. (4.H. Sweasey) 
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A rare early photograph of St Mary's Church in Alverstoke taken in 1867. Built originally in the 
Norman style in 1130, it had plain bricks but after a new chancel was added in 1863, it was 
practically all stone. Compare this picture with the later one below. (Unknown) 


Forty years on. This 1906 view of St Mary’s is from the same spot shows the enlarged tower, which 
was erected to commemorate peace following the Boer War. Since this picture was taken, this scene 


has changed very little. (F.G.O. Stuart) 


The bells of St. Mary's. This photograph shows the war memorial bells which were dedicated in 
1919, and were used for the first time to ring in the New Year, 1920, following which the ringers 
joined Canon Guy Landon in the Rectory for a celebration drink. (JC. Lawrence) 


om 


~~ 
pe 


The Anglesey Arms public house in Anglesey Arms Road, with St Mark’s Church in the 
background. Built in 1844, this church was demolished in 1913, and the only reminder left is a 
churchyard in St. Mark’s Road. (Valentine) 


This picture of a snow-covered Church Road made a very seasonal Christmas card. The Five Bells 
public house was closed in 1922, and that fine old tree was removed in recent years. Holme’s 
Almshouses are on the nght of the picture. (JC. Lawrence) 
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Village Road, Alverstoke, c. 1907. The village Post Office kept by Mrs. Freeman, is next to 
Houghton’s boot and shoe store. This scene has hardly changed, the Post Office is still in operation, 
but sadly 1d. postage now costs 17p. (William Smith) 
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Village Road in 1908, looking towards Paget Road. Mr. Kent the grocer stands in the doorway of his 
corner shop to ensure himself of a place in history. Kent's grocery store now serves as an antique 


shop. (Unknown) 
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Village Road, Alverstoke, in 1909. Children pose in their best Sunday pinafores and suits in front of 
Mr. Wilkins corner store. This shop is now an off-licence. The charming old cottages still grace this 
spot. (J.C. Lawrence) 


The Gilkicker Tower and Brodrick Hall in Clayhall Road. The hall is still in operation, but the 


Gilkicker, which was originally erected in 1669 as a shipping marker, was demolished in 1965. (4.H. 
Sweasey) 


The Crescent, Alverstoke, in 1906. This magnificent terrace was erected in 1830 as part of Robert 
Cruickshank’s plan to make Stokes Bay comparable with Brighton. This crescent, with the 

) Anglesey Hotel still on the corner, has been restored and maintained to a high standard and must 
rank as one of the most outstanding pieces of architecture in Hampshire. (F.G.O. Stuart) 


Mr. Edward Carter with his mobile hardware store in Park Road, Alverstoke. He carried just about 
everything, from yardbrooms to teapots. The Park Hotel may be seen in the background. This pub 
was popular with sportsmen using nearby Gosport Park, a green haven that was opened in 1891. 
(J.C. Lawrence) 


The brick-making Works off Bury Hall Lane in 1907. As far as brick-making was concerned, 
Fareham did not have the monopoly, as both Alverstoke and Elson had extensive brickfields, The 


feats Bury is derived from the fact that the area was used as a burial ground in earlier times. 
nknown) 


This photograph shows the old Haslar Toll Bridge that was built in 1835. It was erected to provide 
easier access to Robert Cruickshank’s new spa at Angleseyville and to the Royal Naval Hospital at 
Haslar, while still allowing boats into Haslar Creek. (Unknown) 


The toll house on Haslar Bridge in the 1920s, where the Boggeln family collected the toll money. 
After many years as a footbridge. this vital link was reconstructed to a road-bridge in 1980, largely 
due to the efforts of Gosport Ratepayers Association. (Unknown) 


The Fifth Submarine Flotilla at HM.S. Dolphin. L, H and M craft may be seen in this 1925 
photograph. Around 1905 the Admiralty made Fort Blockhouse at Gosport the main submarine 


base, a role it has retained to the present time. The base also houses the Alliance Submarine 
Museum. (Unknown) 


In the December of 1918 the captured German Submarine U.123 was towed into the base at Fort 


Blockhouse. A party of British Wrens brave the cold weather for this unique photograph. 
(I. Humphries) 


A jolly party of petty officers from H.M.S. Dolphin fly the flag on a charabanc outing in May 1919. 
They deserved all the pleasure they could get, as the life of a submariner was pretty hazardous in 
those early days of submersibles. (77 Humphries) 


Funerals at Haslar Cemetery in Clayhill Road attracted thousands of spectators and many 
commercial photographers. Although this 1910 photograph depicts a military funeral, Haslar was 
used primarily for naval personnel. (J.C. Lawrence) 


Fort Gomer, north of Alverstoke, one of 18 such defence works built by Lord Palmerston in the 
1850s. The site of this fort was filled by a modern housing development in the 1960s, and hardly 


anyone living there would suspect that it once housed such a military stronghold. (JC 
Lawrence) 


Fort Brockhurst, c. 1913. This fort once served as an Army discharge depot, and in this photograph 
the Commandant, Colonel Brunker, is seen giving a farewell speech to men leaving the Army. The 
fort is now a popular tourist attraction, and a venue for military tattoos. (JC. Lawrence) 


“Dear Mum, this is a picture of me with some of the other lads in our troop”. Servicemen’s 
photographs such as this provided the Lawrence family with a steady living in the early years, and 
_kept many a sweetheart happy at home. (J.C. Lawrence) 


Men of the Royal Garrison Artillery show off their latest armoury at Fort Grange. The R.G.A. moved 
out and the Royal Flying Corps took Grange over in 1914. Itis now HM.S. Sultan. The R.G.A. also 
had a formidable football team that was the scourge of the local leagues. (JC. Lawrence) 


Mr. Patrick Alexander formed the Portsmouth Aero Club in 1909, and built a glider to demonstrate 
the lifting power of air. This remarkable picture shows the wing-glider in operation at Fort Grange 


Airfield on 19 April, 1910. (Unknown) 


Members of the Womens Royal Air Force posing under the wings of a Handley-Page 400 bomber at 
Fort Grange Airfield in 19 19. Akin to all the other females serving in the armed forces, the members 
of the W.R.A.F. did sterling work in World War I. and, of course. in World War Two. (LC. 


Lawrence) 


H.M. Airship Gamma flies over Gosport in 1914. Based at Fort Grange with its sister ship Delta, the 
Gamma made its last flight in the 1914 Fleet Review over Spithead. Lt. Robinson, a British air ace 
who shot down a German zeppelin. was once stationed at Grange Airfield. (S. Cribb) 


This photograph was taken during the King’s Cup air race of 1926. The De Havilland-37 aircraft 
shown in the picture was the second competitor to arrive at Gosport. Lt Col. Smith-Barry formed 
the School of Special Flying at Grange in 1917, in 1946 it was taken over by the Navy and now serves 
as H.MS. Sultan. (J.C. Lawrence) 


This historic picture was captured at Fort Grange in 1927 when Capt Charles Lindberg, the great 
American aviator, flew in with his famous aircraft Spirit of St. Louis for servicing. While there, the 
plane had to be heavily guarded to prevent souvenir hunters stealing parts. (S. Cribb) 
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Air ace Bert Hinkler is pictured on his visit to Grange in 1923 in his Avro Glider. Hinkler’s house in 
Southampton was demolished brick by brick in 1984 and shipped to his native Australia to be re- 
erected as a museum to his memory. (J.C. Lawrence) 


A Lee-on-the-Solent Light Railway train waits at Fort Brockhurst Station. This short but 


picturesque line was very popular with day-trippers and holidaymakers, running between 
Brockhurst and Lee from 1894 until the line was closed in 1935. (Unknown) 


A steam-dray belonging to Gosport’s well-known brewery, S. & T.N. Blake, is pictured outside The 
Wheatsheaf public house at Brockhurst. Operating from South Cross Street with a malthouse in 


South Street, Blake’s was Gosport’s premier brewery until it was taken over by Brickwood’s in 1926. 
(J.C. Lawrence) 


Nota car in sight. Priory Road, Hardway in 1909. The Wesleyan Chapel is on the right of the picture. 
The name of this road reminds us that there was a priory in this area in earlier times. (JC. 
Lawrence) 


Priory Road, Hardway, facing Portsmouth Harbour. The inn-sign of the old Rose and Crown can 
be seen in the distance, this public house is now known as the Jolly Roger. This area which retains 
much of its old atmosphere is popular with the sailing fraternity. (Unknown) 


Passengers about to board The Wonder horse-brake for an outing into the countryside. Warsash 
was a popular place to visit in earlier times, with delicious Crab Teas available from the Rising Sun. 
When the coach reached Titchfield, the passengers had to get out and walk up the steep Coach Hill. 


(J.C. Lawrence) 


A Gosport & Fareham Provincial Tramways charabanc with a full load of male day-trippers on 
board. This Thorneycroft J-type vehicle had a folding hood to protect the 24 passengers during bad 


weather. Unusually, few of the men are wearing hats. (WC. Harvey) 


The renowned Gosport Sunshine Kiddies on tour in the 1930s. Formed by Ada Smith in 1926, this 
dancing troupe performed many charity shows over the years, and even appeared on television in 
the 1950s. (LC. Lawrence) 


Private buses ruled the Gosport roads for many years. A Hutfield’s bus is pictured waiting at the 
Gosport ferry terminal. It operated on the Stoke Road - Grange Estate route. Charlie Hathaway also 
ran a private bus with the words “This Is It” painted on it. (Unknown) 


A Premier private bus (centre) is pictured alongside Provincial buses at the Ferry. The larger 
companies such as Provincial and Hants & Dorset eventually took over all the private bus routes, 
but without this competition travelling by bus was not so exciting. (Unknown) 


Just as their predecessors had done on the trams in the 1914-18 War, the women of Gosport did their 
bit in World War II by crewing the buses. This photograph of Provincial Bus women was taken in 
1942. It should be added that they also drove the buses as well as conducting them. (Unknown) 


Doing their best, the 2nd Gosport Wolf Cub Pack, c. 1928. Let us hope that the little lad in the centre 
of the front row did not have too long to wait for his cub cap and uniform. (J.C. Lawrence) 


The 4th Gosport Scout Troop in 1911, a date that makes them one of the town’s earliest Scout 
groups, the Boy Scout movement being established by Lord Baden-Powell in 1908. Gosport has 
always enjoyed a strong Scouting tradition. (J.C. Lawrence) 


A group of Gosport scouting dignitaries in 1932 at the opening of the Rover Scout H.Q. in Reeds 
Place. Sam Tomlinson who is pictured second from left was the proprietor of the famous Dive Cafe 
and was also prominent in Scouting circles. Note the long shorts. (J.C. Lawrence) 


The Ist Gosport Sea Scouts in the 1920s. I wonder how many of these lads made the Navy their 
career? Vic Neal, a former Mayor of Gosport, did outstanding work for the Sea Scout movement in 


the town. (J.C. Lawrence) 


The Gosport Boys Brigade Band outside its South Street headquarters in the 1930s. Founded by 
William Smith in 1883, this fine youth organisation is older than the Boy Scout movement. The 
Brigade is still flourishing strongly in Gosport. (J.C. Lawrence) 


The smartly turned-out members of the Church Lads Brigade Drum and Fife Band pictured at 
Browndown Camp in 1910. Photographs such as this cost the lads 24d. each, of which the 
photographer got 2d., and the Brigade funds “sd. (ZC. Lawrence) 


Le Breton Farmhouse in Manor Way, c. 1910. This fine example of Jacobean architecture is the 
oldest building to be found in Lee-on-the-Solent today. Manor Way is the only reminder of the old 
manor house that presided over the area, this burned down long ago and Le Breton Farmhouse 
became the principal building. (Chapman & Son) 


The Victoria Hotel in Manor Way, Lee-on-the-Solent, dates from the 17th Century. In recent years it 
was renamed the Bun Penny. When this 1910 photograph was taken it was not really the done thing 
for ladies and young gentlemen to pose outside a public house. (E.A. Nye) 


The pier at Lee-on-the-Solent in those balmy summer days prior to World War IL. This 750ft long 
structure was officially opened on 23 April, 1888. For many years it was one of the finest pleasure 
piers on the South Coast with its views of Solent shipping. (EM. Blakey) 
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The entrance to Lee Pier in the 1920s. What better than a pleasant stroll down to the end of the pier 


where one could board a steamer for a trip around the Solent. Alternatively, why not put a penny in 
the “What-the-Butler-saw” machine on the pier? (EM. Blakey) 


The Joy Bells Concert Party on Lee Pier. In pre-World War II days, the pier was a popular centre for 
entertainment. Then during the war, it was breached to prevent the enemy from landing, and was 
not rebuilt after hostilities ceased in 1945. (Unknown) 


After the First World War, a memorial was erected in front of the pier entrance. Following 
landscape alterations in the 1970s, the granite cross was moved to the new gardens on Lee front. 


(E.M. Blakey) 
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A Gosport & Fareham Tramways open-top bus outside Pier House, Lee-on-the-Solent. 
This service provided a link between Lee and the Tramway terminus at Bury Cross, 
Gosport. (Chapman & Son) 
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The Lee-on-the-Solent Light Railway arrived in 1894. The only reminder of this popular line is the 
old station building, which now serves as an amusement arcade. The line from Brockhurst to Lee 
included two stops along the route, Gomer Halt and Elmore Halt. (E.A. Nye) 


The last passenger train to leave Lee Station in 1930. The line was used for goods traffic until its 
closure in 1935. Mr. Marlow was the last station master at Lee, he was also the booking-clerk, porter, 
ticket-collector, and lamp-boy rolled into one. (EM. Blakey) 


LE 
er ee Lae 


LEE ontne SOLENT. 


The Lee-on-the-Solent fire tender and its crew outside the old Working Mans Club, this building is 
now the Lee Solent Restaurant. The tender was kept in Mr. Wright's builders yard, and Charlie 
Lawrence was the fire chief. (Unknown) 


An Army bi-plane pictured at Court Barn Farm, c. 1912. Taken 
Air Service and the R.A.F,, this must be one of the earliest avi 
Air Arm is still flying high at H.M.S. Daedalus, but in aircraft 
one in this picture. (Unknown) 
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Pier Street in 1914. This view was taken when the Lee Post Office was sited there and Scott’s had the 
corner grocery shop, taken over later by Pink’s renowned chain of stores. This corner site is at 
present occupied by solicitors Blake Lapthorn. (S) Wenman) 
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A leafy tree-lined Manor Way, c. 1914, with Mr. Bulson’s emporium on the corner. Lee has never 
boasted a Woolworth store, but the Bulson family had the equivalent, when they owned half of the 
High Street, selling everything from a pat of butter to a yard of elastic. (Unknown) 


Before 1932, St. Faith's Church at Lee-on-the-Solent was a small tin-roofed structure. this was 
replaced by a splendid new church building. This picture shows the foundation stone being laid by 
the Bishop of Winchester on 16 May, 1932. (EM. Blakey) 


A reminder of the days when Lee was surrounded by green fields and farms. The Fareham and 
Gosport Beagles gather outside the Victoria Hotel. The Beagles was formed in 1866, and the brewery 
family of Blake acted as Masters of the hunt for over 50 years. (William Smith) 


Lee-on-the-Solent became part of the borough of Gosport in 1930. This historic picture shows all 
Regence of Gosport council at the end of the pier on the day of the official takeover. 
(Unknown) 


The Lee Tower entertainment complex was added to the pier in 1935, it comprised a dance-hall, 
restaurant and a cinema. This unique photograph from the seaward end shows the tower being 
built A luxury lift conveyed passengers to the top of the 120ft high tower for panoramic views over 


the Solent. (EM. Blakey) 


Lee Tower decorated for the 1953 Coronation celebrations. This magnificent landmark 
was demolished in the late 1960s, which must surely rate as one of the most short-sighted 
decisions ever made by the borough council. (JC. Lawrence) 


A pony cart decorated by the Clements family, who were well-known Gosport coal merchants, for 
the 1937 Coronation of George VI and Queen Elizabeth. There would be nothing else to celebrate 
for another eight years. (J.C. Lawrence) 
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Gosport Town Hall barricaded against enemy action with sandbags and boarded windows in 1941. 
The posters urge the townsfolk to buy Savings Certificates for the war effort. The people of Gosport 
had a fine record for savings contributions in both world wars. (J.C. Lawrence) 


Bombing in 1941 demolished many of Gosport's fine old buildings. This photograph of the High 


Street was taken from the corner of Bemister’s Lane, it shows the devastated space that was once 
filled by Smith’s chemist shop. (J.C. Lawrence) 
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After the sound of the All-Clear comes the clearing up in Hartington Road in 1941. Mr. Francis 
Johnson, a well-known Gosport councillor, was killed in this raid. (J.C. Lawrence) 


The Duke of Kent is pictured inspecting emergency workers and their vehicles during a wartime 
visit to Gosport. The Mayor of Gosport, John Gregson, is on the right Councillor Gregson took over 
as Mayor in 1940 when Major Graham died suddenly, and kept the office until 1946. J.C. 


Lawrence) 


The war is over, a time for celebration. The residents of Northcroft Road enjoying their street party 
in 1945, a scene that was duplicated all over Gosport. Street parties were once again the order of the 
day in 1977 for Queen Elizabeth’s Silver Jubilee. (J.C. Lawrence) 


A happy crowd watches as Princess Margaret walks through the Esplanade Gardens accompanied 
by the Mayor, Charles Osborn, during a royal visit in the early 1950s. (C Lawrence) 


The R.M.LI. Cadet Band, watched by a large crowd, about to march off on the parade ground at 


Forton, c. 1920. Several ex-members still live in Gosport and have fond memories of their service in 
the cadets. (JC. Lawrence) 
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Sea breezes have attracted visitors to Lee for many years. The Belle Vue Hotel on the seafront in the 
1930s, very different from the modern structure that forms this hotel in the 1980s. (E.M. Blakey) 


David Lawrence carries on the family tradition by capturing photographs of Gosport events and 
people. The Mayor, Mr. Ron Dimmer, (second left) is pictured helping the Lions to raise funds for 
charity in 1979, outside the Star Hotel in the High Street. (JC. Lawrence) 


This charming study of the Queen Mother was taken by David Lawrence during her visit 


to the Northcott Old Peo 
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Ron Brown has written 16 books and more 
than 300 magazine and newspaper articles on 
local history in the Portsmouth area. 

Over the years he has amassed a wealth of 
knowledge and material about south 
Hampshire which includes an extensive 
collection of scarce old photographs. 

He has written the lively and informative 
“Down Memory Lane” series of booklets 
about old Hampshire, which attracts a regular 
following. 

He is married with five daughters, and lives 
in Gosport. His interests, apart from local 
history, include films, theatre, jazz, books and 
danceband music. 

His contributions to the “Down Memory 
Lane” series for Milestone Publications 
include: Are You Being Served, The 1906 
Guidebook to Portsmouth, The Portsmouth 
Emporium, The Story of Hayling, Time 
Gentlemen Please, Transports of Delight, At 
Your Service, The Story of Lee-on-the-Solent, 
This Sporting Life, The Fareham of Yesteryear, 
The Pubs of Portsmouth, and he is the co- 
author of The Cinemas of Portsmouth and 
Fairdays and Tramdays (The Story of Cosham). 

Rapidly becoming one of Hampshire’s most 
prolific authors, his first hardbacks, 
Portsmouth’s Pictorial Past and Georgia On 
My Mind, The Nat Gonella Story were 
published in 1985. 


Back Cover: A procession to celebrate the 
Coronation of King George V proceeds along a 
crowded Gosport High Street in 1911. (J.C. 
Lawrence) 
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